
 
December 2021 Newsletter  

 
If you have questions, would like to share ideas, or are interested in partnering with or joining our team, please 
email us at ask.khrc@ubc.ca – we look forwarding to connecting with you! You can also check out our website 

for more information on our work. If you aren’t already on our mailing list, subscribe now and you’ll receive 
periodic updates on our activities, research opportunities, and events! 

 
Follow us on social media for more regular updates on our activities as well as other items in and around 

homelessness prevention and support! 
 

@KelownaResearch 
 

 
SUBSCRIBE 

 
 

 
 

Recording: Homelessness Research in the Okanagan (and Beyond) 
In collaboration with the Institute for Healthy Living and Chronic Disease Prevention, members of the Kelowna 
Homelessness Research Collaborative (KHRC) overview local projects seeking to understand and support the 
provision of services to – and the perspectives of – individuals with lived experience of homelessness, or who 
are at-risk of experiencing homelessness. This includes: 

• An introduction to the KHRC  

• An overview of a student project on technology and homelessness 

• An overview of a student project on homelessness in smaller communities (with a focus on Vernon) 

• An overview of the work on Allyship in Research (which was also recently promoted by the Homeless 
Hub, and was presented at the National Conference on Ending Homelessness) 

If you were unable to join the event on November 26th, a recording of the presentation is available on the 
IHLCDP YouTube channel here: Homelessness research in the Okanagan (and beyond). 

 
 

Working Towards a $25 Target Sector Wage 
Wages are consistently identified as a critical factor in recruiting, retaining, and supporting workers within the 
homelessness support worker. However, non-profits within our support sector must also stretch their finite 
grant funding as far as they can to maximize the number of vulnerable individuals supported by their programs. 
Raising wages across the sector will require a commitment to a new balance of resources shared across 
employer organizations as well as their grant writers and the funder organizations. This resource is intended to 
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advance discussions related to this goal, and links to external resources that support the adoption of a $25 
target wage within new grant applications and program renewals in the local sector (and, arguably, across 
communities). This target, above both the minimum wage and living wage rates, is in line with local evidence on 
cost of living and the overall objective of recruiting and retaining a strong, talented sector workforce. 
 
To facilitate widespread adoption of this target among interested parties, KHRC has posted a publicly available 
summary of our reasoning and supporting resources for discussion, advocacy, and more importantly to help 
inform and justify this target within future grant applications: 

• https://khrc.ok.ubc.ca/2021/11/24/supporting-sector-staff-a-case-for-a-25-target-wage/  
 
 

CAEH: National Conference on Ending Homelessness 
KHRC and the Lived Experience Circle on Homelessness (LECoH) appreciated the opportunity to present on local 
homelessness projects at the 2021 CAEH National Conference, presenting on the following topics: 

1. Embedding authentic allyship into the research process (Kyleen Myrah, Kerry Rempel, Dorothy Goodeye, 
Stephanie Laing) 
- See Homeless Hub’s blog post 

2. Lived Experience site visits, learnings and benefits (Sherry Landry, Stephanie Krehbiel) 
- Recalling prior overviews of how Lived Experience guides Kelowna’s response to homelessness 

3. Addressing Homelessness in Kelowna: Establishing Participatory Action Research Priorities (Kerry 
Rempel, Stephanie Laing, Sherry Landry) 
- Links to our Vulnerabilities study are available on our website 

Also represented was a presentation on the Upstream Project in Kelowna.  
 
 

KHRC Research Blog 
KHRC is committed to helping research reach as wide an audience as possible. In February we launched the 
KHRC Research Blog to capture discussions and summaries of ongoing research topics and projects of potential 
interest to our community. In addition to our paper in support of a target sector wage of $25, we have reviewed 
a number of other topics: 

• Homelessness in BC’s Small- and Mid-Sized Communities (Sept 1 2021), a discussion of Point in Time 
counts and rates of homelessness.  

• Organizational Change in Human Service Organizations (June 28 2021), a brief overview of a recent 
review and content analysis of academic research at this intersection. 

• A Basic Income: Context & the Recommendations of the BC Basic Income Panel (October 22nd), a 
summary of various developments and positions related to basic income.    

 
We look forward to using this avenue to explore additional topics of interest to the community, and to 
communicate information and analysis for public uptake. 
 
 

Policy Radar: Ministers and Provincial Decriminalization 
New Ministerial roles were established at the federal level following the most recent election: 

1. Minister of Housing and Diversity and Inclusion (Hon. Ahmed Hussen). This was previously the portfolio 
of former-MP Adam Vaughan, the Parliamentary Secretary of Housing under Minister Hussen (then 
Minister of Families, Children and Social Development).  

2. Minister of Mental Health and Addictions and Associate Minister of Health (Hon. Carolyn Bennett). This 
is a new role, and one that matches the similar creation at a provincial level.  
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There have also been developments at the provincial level related to decriminalization, “British Columbia has 
taken an important step forward to prevent drug poisoning deaths by applying to the federal government to 
remove criminal penalties for people who possess small amounts of illicit drugs for personal use. B.C. is the first 
province in Canada to seek an exemption from Health Canada under Section 56(1) of the Controlled Drugs and 
Substances Act. If approved by the federal government, the exemption would help reduce the fear and shame 
associated with substance use that prevents people from seeking care.” 

• BC’s full submission to Health Canada  
 
 

ICYMI: Webinars, Podcasts, & Media  

• Spotify Podcast: On the Way Home (CAEH / Blue Door) is a podcast that brings together the voices and 
issues involved in ending homelessness in Canada, with recent guests including Justine Levesque, Diane 
Himbeault, Melanie Redman, and Tim Richter 

• Spotify Podcast: Homelessness in Kelowna is now available on Spotify, with recent guests including Kara 
Triance, Shannon Christensen, and KHRC’s Kyleen Myrah and Kerry Rempel (Sept 24, 2021):  

o Rick Maddison and Scott Lanigan discuss a homelessness research study with Kyleen Myrah and 
Kerry Rempel from Okanagan School of Business. They talk about the key findings of their studies, 
and how their perspectives evolved during their work. 

• City of Kelowna’s Kelowna Talks podcast, with episodes to date overviewing the Official Community Plan, 

Climate Action, and transportation planning 

• The Canadian Housing Evidence Collaborative Best Evidence Podcast, with recent topics on Rent Control, 
LGBTQ2 Vulnerability, Basic Income, and preventing Evictions 

• Displaced: Living in the Shadows – A Penticton-based Lived Experience video series available on the OneSky 
Resources YouTube page 
 
 

Research / Policy Roundup 
1. Understanding the Needs of Workers in the Homelessness Support Sector 

Reaching Home has funded Hub Solutions, a social enterprise of the Canadian Observatory on 
Homelessness (COH) to research the needs of frontline staff in the homelessness support sector and 
identify opportunities and avenues to improve employment and workplace conditions in the sector. This 
report highlights 7 opportunities for homelessness serving organizations to improve the working 
conditions of their frontline staff and areas for future research investigating the experiences of frontline 
staff in the homelessness support sector. 

2.  HART: Housing Assessment Resource Tools (Kelowna Assessment – August 2021) 
Without simple, robust, equity-focused, comparable and replicable housing need and land assessments 
at all levels of government, it is impossible to set meaningful housing targets, or measure progress 
towards this right. The Housing Assessment Resource Tools (HART) project aims to support the right to 
housing for all Canadians. 

3. TogetherBC - 2020 Annual Report (Poverty Reduction Strategy) 
In this second annual report from the Province of British Columbia, readers will find comprehensive 
accounts of the real progress made in 2020 to reduce poverty in our communities. 

4. Competencies for occupational therapy practice in homelessness: A Delphi study 
This study represents the first to identify the competencies needed for occupational therapists working in 
the area of homelessness. Practitioners and educators are encouraged to view the identified 
competencies as a guide for the professional development of occupational therapists in this context. 

 
For weekly posts on homelessness research in Canada and around the world, check out the Homeless Hub’s 

Research Matters Blog. 
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Featured Researcher: John Graham  
 
What are some of your active research activities / interests? 
 My program of research centers on homelessness, and the myriad 
activities at KHRC (khrc.ok.ubc.ca). Over the next year, I am 
especially interested in scaling up faith communities’ participation 
in informal networks of support for community members; and 
working on a further model of helping that veers away from helper-
helped to neighbours getting to know one another in mutual 
support; here I think those with lived experience in homelessness 
have a great deal to teach us. I look forward to further national 
work, building on the funded research we’re currently doing on the 
impacts of multi-year plans to end homelessness on smaller and 
mid-sized cities (e.g. Brantford Ontario, Halifax NS, Kelowna BC, 
Lethbridge Alberta, Sherbrooke Quebec). We have excellent 
relationships with researchers across the continent, and I foresee 
the KHRC being an important center of homelessness research for 
smaller cities within the OECD. 

 
For the full featured researcher profile, check out our Research Blog! 

 
 

Happy Holidays!  

Earlier this year, the On the Way Home podcast hosts starting leading their interviews with the same question 
for each guest: “What does home mean to you?” 

 
From all of us at the Kelowna Homelessness Research Collaborative, we hope that you are able to find some 

comfort and warmth this winter, wherever you call home. We would also likely to issue a heartfelt thank you to 
all those who have dedicated their careers, time, or resources this year in support of those in need. 

 

 
 

If you would like to continue to receive updates on our activities, research opportunities, and events, please 
subscribe to our mailing list, and if you have any questions email us at ask.khrc@ubc.ca  

 
Follow us on social media for more regular updates on our activities as well as other items from the community, 

or homelessness broadly! 
 

@KelownaResearch 
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Unsubscribe from this mailing list 

John Graham, PhD RSW 
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